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(54) Fabric security label 

(57) A security label is attached to a fabric material 
for producing a signal when passed through a magnetic 
sensing field to produce a signal as an anti theft device 
for retail stores. The security label including a security 
device, such as a metallic strip, is attached to garments, 
apparel, soft goods (towels, etc.) and footwear (sneak- 
ers, etc.). The methods for attaching the security labels 
to the fabric materials include allowing convenient 
removal of the security device after the sales transac- 
tion and include permanent attachment. The security 
labels are attached to woven, coated, and synthetic fab- 
rics by conventional sewing, heat sealing and/or ultra- 
sonic sealing. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to 
security labels for attaching to fabric materials and more 
particularly to security devices attached to garments 
and soft goods to reduce theft at retail stores. 
[0002] A common problem at retail stores is the theft 
of garments and soft goods. This theft problem has 
been reduced by retail stores attaching relatively large 
and bulky plastic tages containing security devices to 
wearing apparel. These anti-theft devices usually 
pinched fabric material between two tightly connected 
parts that are very difficult to separate. These devices 
cause an audible signal when passed through a sensing 
field, usually magnetic, radio frequency or acustomag- 
netic, if the device is not removed from the garment 
where the sales transaction occurs. 
[0003] The disadvantages of this type of anti-theft 
device are that it is bulky and makes it difficult to try on 
certain garments (i.e. intimate apparel); it is put on in 
retail stores by clerks whose main duty is serving cus- 
tomers, leading to inconsistent attachment and some 
unprotected items; and it takes time and expense to 
attach and detach to an item. 
[0004] U.S. Patent No. 4,626,311 discloses an anti- 
theft device attached to a cloth product. The method of 
attaching the anti-theft device is by fusion. 
[0005] A significant disadvantage of this anti-theft 
device is that this device does not provide an option of 
being able to remove the device after the sales transac- 
tion without causing substantial damage to the cloth 
product. With some cloth products, such as intimate 
apparel, this anti-theft device could be irritating or 
annoying to the user. 

[0006] U.S. Patent No. 4,151 .405 discloses an anti- 
theft system having a magnetic sensing field for detect- 
ing a security device when the security device passes 
through an interrogation zone of the anti-theft system to 
produce a detectable signal. 
[0007] The purpose of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a security label as an anti-theft device for garments 
and soft goods having the capability of being attached 
to garments during their manufacture assuring that all 
items to be protected have the security device securely 
attached. The attachment is frequently in a seam at a 
low additional cost, or is incorporated in an existing 
label, at no additional cost and has the capability of 
optionally being conveniently removed from the gar- 
ments and soft goods without damaging the garments 
and soft goods. 

[0008] According to the present invention there is pro- 
vided a security label for attaching to fabric materials 
used in the garment and soft goods industry, the secu- 
rity label being detected when passed through a mag- 
netic sensing field to produce a signal to reduce theft, 
said security label comprising: 

a first portion formed from a fabric material; 



a security device attached to said first portion, said 
security device being capable of interrupting said 
sensing field when said security device passes 
through said sensing field to produce said signal; 
5 and 

a tab connected to said first portion for attaching 
said security label to the garment fabric material. 

[0009] According to another aspect of the present 
10 invention there is provided a security label for attaching 
to fabric materials used in the garment and soft goods 
industry, the security label being detected when passed 
through a magnetic sensing field to produce a signal to 
reduce theft, said security label comprising: 

is 

a first portion formed from a fabric material; 
a security device attached to said first portion, said 
security device being capable of interrupting said 
magnetic sensing field when said security device 
20 passes through said sensing field to produce said 
signal; and 

a second portion connected to said first portion, 
said second portion having garment information 
thereon including care instructions. 

25 

[0010] The security label is preferably made from a 
fabric material. The security device, such as a metallic 
strip, is attached to the fabric material by heat sealing. 
The security label is capable of interrupting a magnetic 
so sensing field when the security label passes through the 
magnetic sensing field to produce a signal indicating 
that an item may not have been paid for, thereby deter- 
ring and reducing theft. 

[0011] The invention includes two main embodiments. 

35 The first main embodiment is providing a security label 
which has only a security device and is attached to gar- 
ments and soft goods separate from any other attached 
standard labels. This first main embodiment is referred 
to as a standalone security label. This main embodi- 

40 ment has a tab whereby it is sewn on to the garment 
and soft goods and may include a cut line to provide the 
option of being removed conveniently. 
[0012] The second main embodiment is providing a 
security label which combines a security device with an 

45 information label. The information label may contain 
care instructions (machine washable and/or drying 
process), the type of garment material, size, and/or 
brand name. This second embodiment is referred to as 
a combination security label. Like the first main embod- 

50 iment. the second main embodiment is sewn on to the 
garment and soft goods and may include a cut line to 
provide the option of being removed. The information 
label remains on the garment and soft goods. 
[001 3] An advantage of the present invention is that it 

55 provides a security label as an anti-theft device, for 
attaching to all fabric garments and all fabric soft goods 
economically. 

[0014] Another advantage of the present invention is 



2 



3 



EP 0 947 967 A1 



4 



that it provides a security label for sewing on to fabric 
garments and soft goods separate from the conven- 
tional label and providing an option for cutting the secu- 
rity label from the garment and soft goods without 
damaging the garment or soft goods, whether or not this 5 
removal option is indicated on the label or otherwise to 
the consumer. 

[001 5] Yet another advantage of the present invention 
is that it provides a security label for sewing on to fabric 
garments and soft goods which combines a security 10 
device with an information label and provides an option 
for cutting the security device from the security label 
while leaving the information label attached to the gar- 
ment and soft goods without damaging the garment and 
soft goods, whether or not this removal option is indi- is 
cated on the label or otherwise to the consumer. 
[001 6] Yet another advantage of the present invention 
is that it provides the first main embodiment security 
label and the second main embodiment security label 
by providing an option of leaving the security label per- 20 
manently attached to the garment and soft goods with- 
out interrupting the magnetic, RF or acustomagnetic 
sensing field when use with security devices that can be 
deactivated at the point of sale. 
[001 7] A further advantage of the present invention is 25 
that it provides a security label for sewing on to fabric 
garments and soft goods to permit the use of the same 
or similar sewing machines and handling devices 
already being used by the garment and soft goods man- 
ufacturers to sew in the conventional information labels. 30 
[0018] A final advantage of the present invention is 
that it provides a security label that provides protection 
for the security device from the affects of the garment 
manufacturers* processes and from the subsequent 
effects of home washings by providing a water tight 35 
enclosure. 

[0019] In order that the present invention be more 
readily understood, embodiments thereof will now be 
described with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, in which:- 40 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of embodiment one of a 
standalone security label having a single tab; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of embodiment one 
showing the security device enclosed; 4s 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of embodiment one 
showing the security device removed from the sin- 
gle tab; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of embodiment two of a 
standalone security label having a double tab; so 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of embodiment two 
showing the security device enclosed; 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of embodiment two 
showing the security device removed from the dou- 
ble tab; 55 
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of embodiment three of 
a standalone security label having two separate 
fabric halves with one half including a single tab; 



Fig. 8 is a perspective view of embodiment three 
showing the security device enclosed; 
Fig. 9 is a perspective view of embodiment three 
showing the security device removed from the sin- 
gle tab; 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of embodiment four of 
a standalone security label having two separate 
fabric halves with both halves forming a double tab; 
Fig. 1 1 is a perspective view of embodiment four 
showing the security device enclosed; 
Fig. 12 is a perspective view of embodiment four 
showing the security device removed from the dou- 
ble tab; 

Fig. 13 is a perspective view of embodiment five of 
a standalone security label having a loop formed 
from a fabric material and having a single tab 
formed from a different material; 
Fig. 14 is a perspective view of embodiment five 
showing the security device enclosed; 
Fig. 15 is a perspective view of embodiment five 
showing the security device removed from the sin- 
gle tab; 

Fig. 1 6 is a perspective view of embodiment six of a 
standalone security label having two separate fab- 
ric halves and having a single tab formed from a dif- 
ferent material; 

Fig. 17 is a perspective view of embodiment six 
showing the security device enclosed; 
Fig. 18 is a perspective view of embodiment six 
showing the security device removed from the sin- 
gle tab; 

Fig. 19 is a perspective view of a combination 
embodiment one of a security label having a secu- 
rity device combined with garment information and 
having two folds formed in the fabric material; 
Fig. 20 is a perspective view of the combination 
embodiment one showing the security device 
enclosed; 

Fig. 21 is a perspective view of the combination 
embodiment one showing the security device 
removed from the security label; 
Fig. 22 is a perspective view of a combination 
embodiment two of a security label having a secu- 
rity device combined with garment information and 
having a sew line located to sew through three lay- 
ers of fabric material; 

Fig. 23 is a perspective view of the combination 
embodiment two showing the security device 
enclosed; 

Fig. 24 is a perspective view of combination embod- 
iment two showing the security device removed 
from the security label; 

Fig. 25 is a perspective view of a combination 
embodiment three of a security label having a secu- 
rity device combined with garment information and 
having the information a separate part from the 
security device support; 

Fig. 26 is a perspective view of the combination 
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embodiment three showing the security device 
removed from the security label; 
Fig. 27 is a perspective view of a combination 
embodiment four of a security label having a secu- 
rity device combined with garment information and 
having the information and the security device sup- 
port formed from the same fabric material; 
Fig. 28 is a perspective view of a combination 
embodiment five of a security label having a secu- 
rity device combined with garment information and 
having a pocket formed for receiving the security 
device; 

Fig. 29 is a perspective view of the combination 
embodiment five showing the security device 
enclosed: 

Fig. 30 is a perspective view of the combination 
embodiment five showing the security device 
removed from the security label; 
Fig. 31 is a perspective view of a combination 
embodiment six of a security label formed by a sin- 
gle weave and includes a woven pocket for receiv- 
ing the security device and includes garment 
information; 

Rg. 32 is a perspective view of the combination 
embodiment six showing the security device 
enclosed; 

Fig 33 is a perspective view of the combination 
embodiment five of a security label having a secu- 
rity device combined with garment information and 
having the security labels formed from one end to 
anther by a single weave and by one label width; 
Rg. 34 is view similar to Fig 33 except a multiple 
weave is used to form several label widths for later 
cutting into individual security labels; 
Rg. 35 is a perspective view of a combination 
embodiment seven of a security label having a 
security device combined with garment information 
and having a sew line located to sew through three 
layers of fabric material; 

Rg. 36 is a perspective view of the combination 
embodiment seven showing the security device 
enclosed; See attached Figs. 37, 38, 39 and 40. 
Rg. 37 is a plan view of a garment of fabric mate- 
rial, as an example, showing a standalone security 
label. 

Rg. 38 is a plan view of a neck portion of a garment 
of fabric material, as an example, showing a combi- 
nation security label. 

Rg. 39 is a plan view of a towel representing soft 
goods, as an example, showing a standalone secu- 
rity label. 

Rg. 40 is an exploded perspective view of heat seal 
elements of a heat sealing apparatus for heat seal- 
ing a security label of the present invention. 

[0020] In the illustrated embodiment of Rgs. 1-3, a 
security label 10, standalone embodiment one, for the 
garment and soft goods industry includes a loop 12 of 



fabric material forming a pocket 14. The loop 12 also 
provides a single tab 1 6 of one thickness of fabric mate- 
rial integrally extending therefrom. A security device 18, 
such as a flat metallic strip, is seated inside the pocket 

5 1 4. Referring to Fig. 2, the security label 1 0 is then heat- 
sealed on sides 19, 20, and 22 for completely enclosing 
the security device 1 8 by using a conventional heat seal 
process or by using an ultrasonic sealing process. 
[0021] The sealed security label 10 may be made of 

10 such material, or coated with such material to provide a 
water tight pocket 14 to protect the security device 18 
from damage or rust and to protect a garment 24 and 
soft goods 25 (Fig. 39) from rust or stain from the secu- 
rity device 18. Also, the sealed security label 10 will pre- 

1$ vent the user from coming in direct contact with the 
security device 18 to prevent physical irritation such as 
scratching or cutting. The security device 18 may be 
made of such material or coated with such material to 
protect the security device from home laundering, 

20 steam pressing, ironing, and dry cleaning. 

[0022] The seated security label 1 0 is then sewn on to 
the garment 24 or soft goods 25 along a seam in line 26 
on the single tab 16. One option is to leave the security 
label 10 permanently attached to the garment 24. 

25 Another option is to remove the security label 10 from 
the garment 24 by cutting along a cut line 28 after the 
sales transaction such as at the retail store or after leav- 
ing the retail store. If the security label 10 is removed 
from the garment 24, the single tab 16 remains sewn on 

30 the garment 24 (Fig. 3). 

[0023] The fabric material used to make the security 
label can be acetate, cotton, nylon, polyester and com- 
binations there of, in woven and non-woven form, and 
can be coated and non coated materials. 

35 [0024] Embodiment one is considered a standalone 
security label since the security label 10 only serves 
one purpose. The one purpose is to attach the security 
device 18 to the garment 24. Other embodiments to be 
described later, which serve two or more purposes, will 

40 be considered combination security labels. A first pur- 
pose is to attach the security device 18 to the garment 
24 and a second purpose is to apply garment informa- 
tion, such as. care instructions, (machine washable), 
identify garment material, size, and/or brand naming or 

45 combinations there of.. 

[0025] Referring to Figs. 4-6, a security label 30, stan- 
dalone embodiment two, includes a loop 32 of fabric 
material forming a pocket 34 and providing double tab 
36 and 38 of two thicknesses of fabric material integrally 

so extending from the loop 32. The security device 18 is 
seated inside the pocket 34. Referring to Rg. 5, the 
security label 30 is then heat sealed on sides 40, 42, 
and 44 for completely enclosing the security device 18 
by a method simitar to embodiment one. 

55 [0026] The sealed security label 30 will provide a 
water tight pocket 34, will prevent the user from coming 
in direct contact with the security device 18, and will be 
protected from most manufacturing processes and user 
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processes such as laundering and pressing similar to 
embodiment one. 

[0027] The sealed security label 30 is then sewn on to 
the garment 24 or soft goods 25 along a sew line 46 on 
the double tab 36 and 38. As in embodiment one, one 
option is to leave the security label 30 permanently 
attached to the garment 24. Another option is to remove 
the security label 30 from the garment 24 but cutting 
along a cut line 48 after the sales transaction. If the 
security label 30 is removed from the garment 24, the 
double tab 36 and 38 remain sewn on the garment 24 

(Rg.6). 

[0028] Referring to Figs. 7-9, a security label 50, stan- 
dalone embodiment three, includes a first section 52 
and a second separate section 54 forming a pocket 56 
for the security device 18. A single tab 58 integrally 
extends from the first section 54. With this embodiment, 
the fabric material selected for the first section 52 would 
be desirable for sewing the security label 50 to the gar- 
ment 24. The material selected for the second section 
54 could be different from the first section 52 to be more 
suitable for a heat sealing process, aesthetics or other 
purposes. The security device 18 is seated inside the 
pocket 56. Referring to Fig. 8, security label 50 is then 
heat sealed on sides 60,62,64 and 66 for completely 
enclosing the security device 18 by a method similar to 
embodiment one. 

[0029] The sealed security label 50 will provide a 
water tight pocket 56, will prevent the user from coming 
in direct contact with the security device 18, and will be 
protected from most manufacturers' processes and user 
processes such as laundering and pressing similar to 
embodiment one. 

[0030] The sealed security label 50 is then sewn on to 
the garment 24 or soft goods 25 along a sew line 68 on 
the single tab 58. As in embodiment one, one option is 
to leave the security label 50 permanently attached to 
the garment 24. Another option is to remove the security 
label 50 from the garment 24 by cutting along a cut line 
70 after the sales transaction. If the security label 50 is 
removed from the garment, the single tab 58 remains 
sewn on the garment 24 (Fig. 9). 
[0031] Referring to Figs. 10-12, a security label 80, 
standalone embodiment four, includes a first section 82 
and a second section 84 forming a pocket 86 for the 
security device 18. A first tab 88 integrally extends from 
the first section 82. A second tab 90 integrally extends 
from the second section 84. With this embodiment, the 
fabric material selected for the first section 82 would be 
desirable for sewing the security label 80 to the garment 
24. The material selected for the second section 84 
could be different from the first section 82 to be more 
suitable for a combination of heat sealing process and 
for sewing the security label 80 to the garment 24 or for 
aesthetic or other reasons. By sewing the first tab 88 
and the second tab 90 to the garment 24, it would be 
more difficult to try removing the security label 80 from 
the garment 24 without damaging the garment 24 than 



having only the first tab 88 sewn to the garment 24. The 
security device 18 is seated inside the pocket 86. Refer- 
ring to Fig. 11 , the security label 80 is then heat sealed 
on sides 92, 94, 96, and 98 for completely enclosing the 
5 security device 18 by a method similar to embodiment 
one. 

[0032] The sealed security label 80 will provide a 
water tight pocket 86, will prevent the user from coming 
in direct contact with the security device 18, and will be 
10 protected from most manufacturers' processes as well 
as user processes such as laundering and pressing 
similar to embodiment one. 

[0033] The sealed security label 80 is then sewn on to 
the garment 24 or soft goods 25 along a sew line 100 

75 through the first tab 88 and the second tab 90. As in 
embodiment one, one options is to leave the security 
label 80 permanently attached to the garment 24. 
Another options is to remove the security label 80 from 
the garment 24 by cutting along a cut line 102 after the 

20 sales transaction. If the security label 80 is removed 
from the garment 24, the first tab 88 and the second tab 
90 remain sewn to the garment 24 (Fig, 12)., 
[0034] Referring to Figs. 1 3-1 5, a security label 1 1 0, 
standalone embodiment five, includes a loop 1 1 2 of fab- 

25 ric material forming a pocket 1 14 for the security device 
18. A single tab 1 16 is formed from a material different 
from the fabric material selected for the loop 12. The 
material selected for the single tab 1 16 would be suita- 
ble for attaching the security label 1 1 0 to the garment 24 

30 by different methods such as heat sealing, traditional 
sewing or ultrasonically sewing. The material selected 
for the single tab 1 16 can also be water soluble so that 
the tab 1 16 will dissolve and fall off from normal home 
laundering. A soft materia) can be selected for the tab 

35 1 16 such that only the soft tab 1 16 remains on the gar- 
ment 24 when the security label 1 10 has been removed. 
The soft tab 1 16 would not be noticed by the user and 
could be particularly useful for garments worn next to 
the skin. 

40 [0035] The security device 18 is seated inside the 
pocket 114. Referring to Rg. 14, the security label 110 
is then heat sealed on sides 1 18, 120, and 122 for com- 
pletely enclosing the security device 18 by a method 
similar to embodiment one. 

45 [0036] The sealed security label 110 will provide a 
water tight pocket 1 1 4, will prevent the user from coming 
in direct contact with the security device 18, and will be 
protected from most manufacturers' processes as well 
as user processes such as laundering and pressing 

so similar to embodiment one. 

[0037] The sealed security label 1 10 is then sewn on 
to the garment 24 or soft goods along w sew line 124 
through the single tab 1 16. As in embodiment one, one 
option is to leave the security label 110 permanently 

55 attached to the garment 24. Another option is to remove 
the security label 110 from the garment 24 by cutting 
along a cut line 126 after the sale transaction. If the 
security label 1 10 is removed from the garment 24, the 
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single tab 116 remains sewn on the garment 24 (Fig. 
15). 

[0038] Referring to Figs. 16-18, a security label 130, 
standalone embodiment six, includes a first section 1 32 
and a second section 134 forming a pocket 136 for the 
security device 18. A single tab 138 is formed from a 
material different from the fabric material selected for 
the first section 132 and the second section 134 and 
can be the same material selected for the single tab 1 1 6 
of Fig. 13. With is embodiment, the fabric material 
selected for the first section 1 32 and the second section 
134 would be desirable for a heat sealing process to 
enclose the security device 1 8 in the pocket 1 38. Ref er- 
ring to Fig. 1 7, the security label 1 30 is then heat sealed 
on sides 140, 142, 144, and 146 for completely enclos- 
ing the security device 18 by a method similar to 
embodiment one. 

[0039] The sealed security label 130 will provide a 
water tight pocket 1 36, will prevent the user from coming 
in direct contact with the security device 18, and will be 
protected from most manufacturers' processes as well 
as user processes such as laundering and pressing 
similar to embodiment one. 

[0040] The sealed security label 130 is then sewn on 
to the garment 24 or soft goods 25 along a sew line 1 48 
through the single tab 138. As in embodiment one, one 
option is to leave the security label 130 permanently 
attached to the garment 24. Another option is to remove 
the security label 130 from the garment 24 by cutting 
along a cut line 150 after the sales transaction. If the 
security label 130 is removed from the garment 24, the 
single tab 138 remains sewn on the garment 24 (Fig. 
18) and could be particularly useful for garments worn 
next to the skin. 

[0041] Referring to Figs. 19-21 , a security label 160, 
combination embodiment one, includes a loop 162 of 
fabric material forming a pocket 164 for the security 
device to provide a security device portion 166. The 
loop 162 also provides an integrally formed tab 168 and 
an additional integrally formed section 170. The pur- 
pose of the section 170 is to provide information about 
the garment 24 such as brand name, care instructions, 
size, and the kind of fabric material. Section 170 also 
covers the cut off portion 168 of the label covering any 
rough edge so as not to irritate the wearer. 
[0042] The security device portion 1 66 of the security 
label 160 is best sealed for completely enclosing the 
security device 18 similar to Figs. 2 and 5 (Fig. 20). The 
security label 160 is then sewn on to the garment 24 
along a sew line 172 through the section 170 and the 
tab 168. One option is to leave the security device por- 
tion 166 permanently attached to the garment 24. 
Another option is to remove the security device portion 
1 66 from the garment 24 by cutting along a cut line 1 74 
after the sales transaction. If the security device portion 
166 is removed from the garment 24, the tab 168 and 
the section 170 remain sewn on the garment 24 (Fig. 
21). 



[0043] Referring to Figs. 22-24, a security label 180, 
combination embodiment two, includes a loop 182 of 
fabric material forming a pocket 184 for the security 
device 18 to provide a security device portion 186. The 
5 loop 182 also provides a first integrally formed tab 188, 
a second integrally formed tab 190, and an additional 
integrally formed section 192. The purpose for the sec- 
tion 192 is the same as the purpose for the section 170 
of Figs. 19-21. 

w [0044] The security device portion 1 86 is heat sealed 
similar to Figs. 2, 5, and 20 as shown in Fig. 3. The 
security label 180 is then sewn on to the garment 24 
along a sew line 194 through the section 192, the first 
tab 188, and the second tab 190. By sewing the section 

15 192, the first tab 188, and the second tab 190, it would 
be more difficult to try to remove the security device por- 
tion 186 from the garment without damaging the gar- 
ment than having only the first tab 188 and the section 
192 sewn to the garment 24. 

20 [0045] One option is to leave the security device por- 
tion 186 permanently attached to the garment 24. 
Another option is to remove the security device portion 
186 from the garment 24 by cutting along a cut line 196 
after the sales transaction. If the security device portion 

25 186 is removed from the garment 24, the first tab 188, 
the second tab 190, and the section 192 remain sewn 
on the garment 24 (Fig. 24). Section 192 also covers the 
cut off portion 190 of the label covering any rough edge 
so as not to irritate the wearer. 

30 [0046] Referring to Figs. 25 and 26, a security label 
200, combination embodiment three, includes a first 
section 202, an integrally formed tab 204, and an addi- 
tional integrally formed section 206. The purpose for the 
section 206 is to provide information about the garment 

35 24 similar to the section 1 70 of Figs. 1 9-21 . A third sep- 
arate section 208 is formed from a heat seal material for 
attaching the security device 18 to the first section 202 
to provide a security device portion 210. 
[0047] The security device portion 210 is heat sealed 

40 similar to Figs. 20 and 23. The security label 200 is then 
sewn on to the garment 24 along a sew line 21 2 through 
the section 206 and the tab 204. 
[0048] One option is to leave the security device por- 
tion 210 permanently attached to the garment 24. 

45 Another option is to remove the security device portion 
210 from the garment 24 by cutting along a cut line 214 
after the sales transaction. If the security device portion 
210 is removed from the garment 24, the tab 204 and 
the section 206 remain sewn on the garment 24 (Fig. 

so 26). Section 206 also covers the cut off portion 204 of 
the label covering any rough edge so as not to irritate 
the wearer. 

[0049] Referring to Fig. 27, a security label 220, com- 
bination embodiment four, includes a loop 222 of fabric 
55 material forming a pocket 224 for the security device 1 8. 
The loop 222 also provides a first integrally formed tab 
226 and a second integrally formed tab 228. A separate 
section 230 is formed from a heat seal material for 
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attaching the security device 1 8 to a first portion 232 of 
the loop 222. A second portion 234 of the loop provides 
information about the garment 24 similar to the section 
170 of Figs. 19-21. 

[0050] The security label 220 is then sewn on to the 5 
garment 24 along a sew line 236 through the first tab 
226 and the second tab 228. This combination embodi- 
ment could remain permanently attached to the gar- 
ment or would be removed like the previous 
embodiments. The advantage is that it is more difficult w 
for a thief to remove due to the double thickness from 
the two tabs, 228 and 226. 

[0051] Referring to Figs. 28-30, a security label 240, 
combination embodiment five, includes a first single 
woven section 242 having a woven pocket 244 for the 15 
security device 18 to provide a security device portion 
246. A tab 248 is integrally woven from the first section 
242. A second single woven section 250 is integrally 
woven from the first section 242. The purpose of the 
second section 250 is to provide information about the 20 
garment 24 similar to the section 170 of Figs. 19-21 . 
[0052] The security device 18 is seated in the pocket 
244. The security device portion 246 is sealed by heat 
sealing or ultrasonic sealing techniques (Fig. 29). The 
security label 240 is then sewn on to the garment 24 25 
along a sew line 252 through the section 250 and the 
tab 248. 

[0053] One option is to leave the security device por- 
tion 246 permanently attached to the garment 24. 
Another option is to remove the security device portion 30 
246 from the garment 24 by cutting along a cut line 254 
after the sales transaction. If the security device portion 
246 is removed from the garment 24, the tab 248 and 
the second section 250 remain sewn on the garment 24 
(Rg. 30). 35 
[0054] Referring to Figs. 31 and 32, a security label 
260, combination embodiment six, includes a single 
woven section 262 having a woven pocket 264 for the 
security device 18 and having an integrally woven tab 
266. Information about the garment 24 similar to the 40 
section 170 of Figs. 19-21 is added to one side 268 of 
the pocket 264 by weaving or by a printing process. 
[0055] The pocket 264 is sealed along one side 272 
for completely enclosing the security device 18. The 
security label 260 is then sewn on to the garment 24 45 
along a sew line 274. The options of leaving the security 
label 260 permanently attached to the garment 24 or 
removing the security label 260 from the garment 24 are 
available for this embodiment. 

[0056] Referring to Fig. 33, the security label 240 of so 
Rg. 28 can be mass produced by a single weave proc- 
ess forming a single width label in an end to end forma- 
tion. Scissors 276 or other cutting means, such as a hot 
knife or an ultrasonic slitter, usually employed in cutting 
woven fabrics may be used to provide individual secu- 55 
rity labels 240. Also where two security labels 240 meet 
254, a special weave can be employed to prevent the 
unraveling of the woven fabric after cutting. 



[0057] Referring to Rg. 34, the security label 240 of 
Fig. 28 can be mass produced by a multiple weave 
process several labels side by side in an end to end for- 
mation. The open side 272 is located edge to edge for 
each pair of side by side labels. Scissors 276 or other 
cutting means usually employed in cutting woven fabrics 
may be used to provide individual security labels 240. 
[0058] Referring to Figs. 35 and 36, a security label 
280, combination embodiment seven, includes a loop 
282 of fabric material forming a pocket 284 for the secu- 
rity device 18 to provide a security device portion 286. 
The loop 282 has a first layer 288 and an adjacent sec- 
ond layer 290. A section 292 is integrally extending from 
the portion 286. A first purpose for the section 292 is the 
same as the purpose for the section 170 of Rgs. 19-21, 
which is to add garment information to the security label 
280. A second purpose for the section 292 is to provide 
a third layer 294 of fabric material adjacent to the first 
layer 288 and to the second layer 290. 
[0059] The security device portion 286 is heat sealed 
similar to Rg. 2 as shown in Rg. 36. The security label 
280 is then sewn on to the garment 24 along a sew line 
296 through the third layer 294 adjacent to the free end 
298 of the section 292, the second layer 290, and the 
first layer 288. By sewing the security label 280 to the 
garment 24 through these three layers of fabric mate- 
rial, it would be very difficult to try to remove the security 
device portion 286 from the garment 24 without damag- 
ing the garment 24. Having the free end 298 sewn to the 
garment 24 further restricts access to the security 
device portion 286. 

[0060] Referring to Fig. 40, the security label of Rg. 2 
is shown heat sealed by a first heating element 300 
located on one side of the security label 10 and by a 
second heating element 302 located on the opposite 
side of the security label 10. Bars 304, 306 and 308 of 
the first heating element 300 and bars 310, 312 and 314 
on the second heating element 302 heat seal the sides 
19, 20 and 22 respectfully of the security label 10. A 
similar heat sealing apparatus can be used for heat 
sealing four sides of a security label as needed. Simi- 
larly the first heating element 300 and the second heat- 
ing element 302 can seal the security label 10 using a 
ultrasonic sealing process. 

[0061] The sealed security labels of Rgs. 20, 25, 27, 
29, 32, and 36, as in the standalone embodiments, will 
provide water tight pockets, will prevent the user from 
coming in direct contact with the security device 18, and 
will be protected from laundering and pressing. 
[0062] The fabric material used to make the previously 
described embodiments can be woven acetate, woven 
polyester, non-woven modified polyester, a woven poly- 
ester/cotton blend, woven nylon or cotton. Various fin- 
ishes may be added to these fabric materials to meet 
particular needs such as for printing label information, 
being soft to the touch, different colors and others. 
These materials and finishes are shown and described 
in booklets titled "Fasco Tapes", "Product. Pricing, Infor- 
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mation and Packaging" and "TTie Color Book" available 
at Paxar Systems Group, located in Sayre, Pennsylva- 
nia. 

[0063] Obviously many modifications and variations of 
the present inventions are possible in the light of the s 
above teachings. It is therefore to be understood that, 
within the scope of the appended claims, the invention 
may be practiced otherwise than specifically described. 

Claims 10 

1 . A security label (1 0) for attaching to fabric materials 
used in the garment and soft goods industry, the 
security label (10) being detected when passed 
through a magnetic sensing field to produce a sig- is 
nal to reduce theft, said security label comprising: 

a first portion formed from a fabric material; 
a security device (18) attached to said first por- 
tion, said security device being capable of 20 
interrupting said sensing field when said secu- 
rity device passes through said sensing field to 
produce said signal; and 
a tab (16) connected to said first portion for 
attaching said security label (10) to the gar- 25 
ment fabric material (24). 

2. The security label of claim 1 further comprising 

a second portion (170) connected to said first 30 
portion, said second portion having garment 
information thereon including care instructions. 

3. The security label according to claim 2 wherein said 
second portion (1 70), substantially covers said first 35 
portion, said second portion having a free end 
served with said first portion for attaching the secu- 
rity label to the garment to restrict access to said 
first portion for further reducing theft of the garment 

(24). 40 

4. The security label according to either of claims 2 or 
3 wherein said second portion (170) includes a tab 
for attaching the security label (10) to the garment 
fabric material (24). 45 

5. The security label according to any preceding claim 
wherein said first portion includes two sections 
(52,54) forming a pocket (14) for receiving said 
security device (1 8). so 

6. The security label according to claim 5 wherein said 
two sections (52,54) are heat sealed together for 
completely enclosing said security device (18). 

55 

7. The security label according to claim 5 or 6 wherein 
said two sections (52,54) are formed by looping the 
fabric material (24). 



8. The security label according to any of claims 5 to 7 
wherein said two sections (52,54) consist of two dif- 
ferent materials. 

9. The security label according to any preceding claim 
wherein said first portion includes two tabs (88,90) 
for attaching the security label (10) to the garment 
fabric material (24) by sewing through said two 
tabs. 

1 0. The security label according to any preceding claim 
wherein said tab (16) is integrally formed from said 
first portion. 

1 1 . A method of making a security label for attaching to 
fabric materials used in the garment and soft goods 
industry, the security label being detected when 
passed through a magnetic sensing field to produce 
a signal to reduce theft, said method comprises the 
steps of: 

forming a pocket; 

placing a security device in said pocket, said 
security device being capable of interrupting 
said magnetic sensing field when said security 
device passes through said magnetic sensing 
field to produce said signal; 
heat sealing said pocket for completely enclos- 
ing said security device; and 
providing a tab for attaching said security label 
to the garment fabric material. 

12. A method of making a security label according to 
claim 1 1 wherein said step of forming a pocket com- 
prises the step weaving the fabric material. 

13. A method of making a security label according to 
claim 11 wherein said step of forming the pocket 
comprises 

folding a fabric material a first time forming said 
pocket, said pocket including a first layer and a 
second layer substantially parallel to said first 
layer; and 

folding the fabric material a second time to 
locate a third layer substantially parallel to said 
second layer to permit sewing the security label 
to the garment fabric material through said 
third layer, said second layer and said first layer 
to further reduce theft of the garment, said third 
layer having garment information thereon 
including care instructions. 

14. A security label (10) for attaching to fabric materials 
used in the garment and soft goods industry, the 
security label (10) being detected when passed 
through a magnetic sensing field to produce a sig- 
nal to reduce theft, said security label comprising: 
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a first portion formed from a fabric material; 
a security device (18) attached to said first por- 
tion, said security device being capable of 
interrupting said magnetic sensing field when 
said security device passes through said sens- 5 
ing field to produce said signal; and 
a second portion (170) connected to said first 
portion, said second portion having garment 
information thereon including care instructions. 
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